Intermediate ALS providers' level of interest in paramedic education.
To examine the level of interest in paramedic upgrade education among a sample of intermediate-level emergency medical technicians, referred to as cardiac rescue technicians (CRT), to obtain education to upgrade to the paramedic level. The design of this study was a descriptive, cross-sectional study utilizing a mailed survey instrument. Most of the CRTs reported interest in advancement to the paramedic level with the most active CRTs significantly more interested in upgrading than were those with lower grade of activity. Preference was for the upgrade training to be offered as a single course, two nights per week. Respondents also indicated an interest in receiving college credits for the course. Active volunteer, intermediate-level emergency medical technicians (EMTs) in Maryland are interested in participating in the education necessary to advance them to the paramedic level.